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Grays Harbor Open 
Studios Tour draws a 
healthy crowd

Membership reminder! If you haven’t renewed your membership, 
the glass is still 1/2 full! Send your renewal to Harbor Arts Guild, 
624 Hyde Park Dr., Hoquiam, 98550 today!

  The Gray’s Harbor Open 
Studio Tour June 21, 22 was a 
success! 
Everybody had visitors - our 
twenty artists met a total of 
1236 visitors face to face. 
Collectively we had a total of 
327 survey slips and tallies of 
other visitors added to that 
count. I call that a win! We 
had some folks from Florida, 
California, eastern Washing-
ton, and a bunch from Seattle, 
Tacoma and  Olympia. 
  I hope we have seen the last 
of ghOST for this year. It took 
hours to convince at least one 
of our printers to scan the 
stinking last of the reimburse-
ment pages, and save them as 
.pdf files. First the office scan-
ner upstairs wouldn’t scan at 
all, then jammed constantly. 
So downstairs I went and 
IT refused to play nice. So I 
went and did something else 
for a while, went back and 
it started right up. Freaking 
freaky stuff, I tell ya. It was 
the ghOST in the Machine!

Meet Our New Guild Officers
Marshelle Backes takes the presidential seat from Nancy 
Eichenberger. 
Thanks Nancy! 
Marshelle said, “I’ve been drawing and painting since I was a 
young child, I grew up with a fascination for color and form. 
During the turbulence of high school, art became my solace 

from bullying and the teenage angst of exclusion.
As a young person, I had a knack for being my own boss: that’s the self-guided 
artist temperament in me. I owned and operated multiple successful businesses, 
putting myself through college for first graphic and web design, and later a Bach-
elor of Fine Arts in painting. I went on to a career in web design and administra-
tion, working for several international companies.
I retired from Web Administration in 2021 due to a disability. Retiring left me 
with a lot of free time to go back to my first love, art. Thanks to a vibrant and 
supportive art community here in Gray’s Harbor, my once rusty art skills are 
coming along nicely! I work in oil, acrylic, gouache and watercolor. I have done 
digital illustration since it’s early days. I can’t limit myself to just one style. I cre-
ate hand and digital works in Abstract, Abstract Realism, and Realism.
https://www.marshellebackesartist.com/

Cara Beth Stevenson steps up to become our new Secretary.  
Thanks Tracey Hartje!
Cara Beth said, “I have been drawing and making art since I was a 
small child. In the 1990s I began to focus on print arts, including 
relief, etching and lithography. I received a BFA in printmaking 
from the University of North Texas in 1999. I was also a member of 

Women Printmakers of Austin.
“I moved to Aberdeen in 2002 to take a job at Grays Harbor College. Shortly 
thereafter, I connected to a lithography studio in Olympia, Trilobite Press run by 
master printer Craig Cornwall. I printed various small editions until the studio 
closed in late 2018.
“I received an invitation to join the Harbor Art Guild shortly after its founding, 
and I’ve been an active member. After Trilobite Press closed, I joined South 
Beach Arts Association in Westport, where I have returned to a former pursuit 
of pottery, moving from functional pieces to artistic and sculptural  pieces. 
“After retiring from the College in 2024, I had the opportunity to acquire a 
lithography press and locate it in the SBAA classroom. I am in the process of set-
ting it up and hope soon to offer classes and studio time for various printmaking 
processes.”



Join Harbor Art Guild’s monthly 
Artists Play Day!
Last Friday of the Month, from 2 to 4 o’clock. This is a 
fun and easy way to raise a little money for the guild, and 
socialize with fellow members. Both of these are held in 
the classroom at the Aberdeen Art Center. 

Aberdeen Farmers Market
 The Aberdeen Farmers market has been moved to  
Saturdays this year, through the last weekend in  
September. HAG will have a tent, information about the 
guild, and an opportunity for members to sell art.  
Volunteers are needed to sit at the info table. 

Membership reminder! If you haven’t renewed your member-
ship, the glass is still 1/2 full! Send your renewal to Harbor Arts 
Guild, 624 Hyde Park Dr., Hoquiam, 98550 Today!

Art of Resistance current show
Haley McGraw of Grays Harbor College reached out to us 
and offered to host the next Art of Resistance show at the 
Spellman Art Gallery at the college Feb 2 through Mar 23.   
It’s a long lead time but we have a lack of certainty about Art  
Center gallery availability.
As well as artists’ busy fall and holiday season schedules made 
this more attractive than a fall show.  I hope it will accommo-
date as many artists as possible who are interested in partici-
pating in the Art of Resistance show. 
Watch for our call for art in a few weeks after we finalize de-
tails.  Meanwhile if you have questions email  
marshman89@proton.me. 

Art of Resistance show in February
Call for Art
The next Art of Resistance art exhibit will be a Winter show 
at Grays Harbor College Spellman Art Gallery February 2 
through March 23.  Artists are encouraged to submit visual 
expressions of protest against current policies concerning 
environmental and climate change setbacks, ICE and immi-
gration, free speech, LGBTQ setbacks etc.  Art will be juried 
for  adherence to the theme of resistance and space available.  
The first Art of Resistance show, at Aberdeen Art Center 
until July 30, is powerful and a source of feelings of  
solidarity and connection for artists and their viewing  
public.  We hope to see another varied and thought  
provoking body of work in the winter show.
Watch for the call for art.  For information email marsh-
man89@proton.me.



Tammy D ‘Andrea Classes
D’Andrea will offer various classes at the Aberdeen 
Art Center. “I am super excited about it and looking 
forward to being back in the classroom.” 
Friday Classes will be held at Aberdeen Art Center, pay 
what you can afford. 

Sunday Watercolor classes, supply list available,  
supplies can be purchased at the time of each class, $35
“I am also available for one to one appointment for therapeutic art 
classes. $35 an hour includes supplies, location my studio in the 
Aberdeen Art Center.” 
Call or text 360-583-6208, email 3tamarad@gmail.com for more 
information. 

Stroll along the Westport marina, enjoy the fresh sea air 
and watch the boats go in and out at the 28th annual 
Westport Art Festival, Saturday, August 16th and Sunday, 
August 17th, 2025.
In addition to the festival there is charter fishing, crabbing, surfing, 
and miles of sandy beaches.
The Westport Marina is considered one of the most interesting set-
tings for a festival on the coast. Vendor and food booths will be 
located in downtown Westport along the marina on Westhaven Drive. 
There is free parking nearby, and local shops, seafood markets and 
restaurants are open and welcome your visit!

AAOS Arts & Crafts Festival
There will be 70+ Amazing Art/Craft 
Booths, Inside and Out at the Ocean 
Shores Convention Center Aug. 29 
- 31. Friday, August 29, 2025, 10 am 
to 5 pm; Saturday, August 30, 2025, 
10 am to 5 pm; Sunday, August 31, 

2025, 10 am to 4 pm.
Free Live Music; Food Trucks; Silent 
Auction; Kid Zone Bouncy House, 
Coloring Contest, Print Making,
Hula Hoops, Face Painting, High 
School Art Display.
 

Ocean Shores Convention Center
120 W Chance a La Mer NW
Ocean Shores, Washington
​Friday, August 29, 2025, 10 am to 
5 pm; Saturday, August 30, 2025, 
10 am to 5 pm; Sunday, August 31, 
2025, 10 am to 4 pm.

Fall Gala Call For Art
The Grays Harbor College Fall Gala 2025 is a 
significant juried exhibition focusing on the 
work of area artists November 7, 2025 – De-
cember 11, 2025, in the Gray’s Harbor Col-
lege Library atrium. Artists must be residents 
of Grays Harbor or Pacific County, or have 
a current or former affiliation with Grays 
Harbor College (i.e. current or former faculty 
or staff, former student, etc.) and be 18 years 
of age or older.
Work must have been produced within the 
last 2 years and not have been shown in 
Grays Harbor or Pacific Counties prior to 
exhibition at the Gala. All mediums and 
materials will be considered, and all work must remain in place for 
the duration of the exhibition. Entry fee: $35, up to five entries. For 
more information, a prospectus and submission forms, contact Haley 
McGraw at haley.mcgraw@ghc.edu, email artgallery@ghc.edu; call 
(360)538-4052, or contact Marguerite Garth, artist liaison for the 2025 
Fall Gala. Her contact email is margueritegarth@gmail.com.



Harbor Arts Guild  
group tour idea:
Here’s a potential visit to learn 
something about making art. 
Tacoma Glass Studio group 
visit idea. 
I spotted this poking around 
online the other day. They actu-
ally have two locations, on for 
glassmaking, the other dedicat-
ed to glass blowing.
Let me know if you’re interest-
ed. Rick Woods, rewoodsarts@
gmail.com.

www.tacomaglassblowing.com

Tacoma Glass Gallery
2621 North Proctor Street, Suite 
B, Tacoma, WA 98407

Tacoma Glassblowing Studio
114 S 23rd St, Tacoma, WA 
98402

More info at tgsglass@gmail, 
and at tgsglassgroups@gmail.
com

Potter’s Guild studio 
space available
Call toArtists
Grays Harbor Potters guild is 
located at 2222 Simpson
Ave in Hoquiam. We have 
the opportunity to expand
into the adjacent space in 
our building.
We are offering 8’ x 8’ studio 

spaces for rent to artists of all media. The space is freshly painted 
with new full spectrum lighting and includes a bathroom with a 
large sink. There is separate classroom space for rent and
artists are invited to participate in open house sales
event with our clay studio. Contact Lyn at 360-589-3759 or email at
graysharborpottersguild@gmail.com for more information. Come and 
join our artists’ community.

Every first Friday the Aberdeen Art Center 
is open from 5 to 8 p.m. for an art walk and 
celebration. Harbor Art Guild offers free first 
Friday art classes for (first come, first served) 
participants. Stop by and see what fun projects 
these artists are making and join the fun.
First Friday free class flyers are out now. If you 
took one or some to place, please let Wendy 
Ryan know where you left them. 
Several people have signed up to be instruc-
tors. Kris Jenott will reach out with that list 
and Mary Lou will put it on the website. 

August class will be Wire 
Wrapping Beach Bits - 
seashells and seaglass, with 
Wendy Ryan


